Aphagia in the rat following microinjection of neurotensin into the ventral tegmental area.
Neurotensin was microinjected into the lateral cerebral ventricle and the ventral tegmental area of rats which had been deprived of food for 18 hours. Both routes of administration resulted in a significant reduction of food intake compared to vehicle control injections. Additionally, the dose of neurotensin required to produce aphagia following ventral tegmental injection was substantially less than the dose required by the ventricular route. The results are discussed in relation to a possible site and mode of action for this neuropeptide.